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The Future of the Electric Power Industry,
and An Energy System for Local Independence
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The increased independence of the energy supply in the regions will help to strengthen their
financial status, and will have the added benefit of reducing environmental burdens. Deregulation
in the energy field is currently underway. The independence of and the efficient use of energy at
the local level must be enhanced by the use of market mechanisms. This should be achieved

through the improvement of price competitiveness of energy obtained locally.

Trends in electricity prices are the subject of much attention in the energy field. The
movement of electricity prices has a profound effect on the introduction of new energies, and the
progress of the implementation of energy-saving programs. The competitiveness of diversified
energy sources such as micro gas turbines and fuel cells is likely to improve in the future. We
made a projection of the electric power supply price up until 2010. We were able to project that
providing electricity at prices equivalent to or cheaper than those of Tokyo Electric Power Company
— the power company with the strongest management set up — would be feasible with the use of
diverse energy sources. An energy supply system in line with the sudden increase in the

introduction of diverse energy sources should be developed with haste.

An array of new methods is currently being proposed in the fields of energy, the environment,
and refuse disposal. We made a projection of the effects that introducing the so-called ‘nega-

watts’ method would have: the estimates suggest that it would lead to substantial energy savings.

Establishing an energy-environmental system that includes local diverse energy sources and
resource recycling will become a possibility in the future. A stable energy supply is fundamental
to local economic development; diverse energy sources will lead to the diffusion of safe, disaster-
proof facilities, and also contribute to lower electricity prices. Local governments should hasten to

introduce policies for their use.

However, since biomass resources vary greatly from region to region, each region must take a
close look at creating resource-circulating systems with a low environmental burden, including the

use of bio toilets et cetera, and adopt the system most appropriate to their individual area.
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