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The environmental management system defined by the IS014000 series requires that an
organization have a structure for continuous improvement. Promotion of standardization by ISO
as an international standard will have an influence on the competitive power of industry in Japan.
Standardization is a crucial matter, and it is said that who controls a standard commands the world.
Japanese companies should aim first to control the de facto standard in market competition, and
subsequently control the de jure standard that is recognized by international organizations. The
introduction of ISO 14001 by each organization serves as a breakthrough and promotes the risk-
conscious thinking of Common Law. There are plans to unify the operation of IS014001 and
OHSAS 18001 and 18002, which relate to labor management, and ISO 9000, which deals with
product quality.

Organizations must improve their legal skills and cannot avoid adopting the views of risk
management that are common to the European and American styles so that restrictions can be
placed on demands from consumers. While ISO standards request top-down decisions, they also
require continued improvement of the bottom up submission of opinions for improvement.

It could be said that now is the best opportunity to convey to the world the know-how that
Japanese companies have cultivated through TQC and TQM (total quality control). Japanese
companies that improve performance through introducing ISO standards will build and employ
management systems that are accepted throughout the world market. Therefore, Japan should
actively tackle ISO introduction and its practical use. Its response to globalization means
acceptance of and active participation in international standards. Turning back is no longer
possible, following the progression of international standardization and ISO introduction by
Japanese companies. Rewarding results have definitely been obtained from taking active steps to

adopt ISO standards.
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